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Father Tom’s Homily – Jesus the Good Shepherd 

We all know how popular pictures of Jesus 

the Good Shepherd are. In some of these 

images we see Jesus holding a sheep/lamb 

over his shoulders, holding the two front legs 

of the lamb/sheep in his right hand and the 

two rear legs in his left hand. The image 

appeals to us because of the tenderness of Jesus, his care for the 

lamb/sheep and his compassion. If we look within ourselves, how do we 

live today’s gospel? Are we the lamb or sheep who is being carried by 

Jesus on his shoulders? Such an image is reassuring for us; knowing 

that Jesus is our support on our journey through life, even in burdens 

and difficult moments.  

We are not abandoned; we know that Jesus is our pillar and holding us 

up. In a similar way, are we comfort and assurance to others? Are we 

reaching out in a manner that is easing to the wellbeing of others? Jesus 

proclaims in the Gospel today that he is the Good Shepherd who lays 

down his life for his sheep (John 10:11). A hired person has no concern 

for his sheep and abandons them even to the wolves but Jesus lays 

down his life for his sheep.  

Good Shepherd Sunday is also intimately linked to Vocations Sunday. 

We especially pray that the Church will be provided with the flock 

required to spread the gospel. I am not only talking about only about the 

narrow definition of religious vocations during Vocations Sunday, but on 

a wider need of everyone to play their role and stepping in to outreach 
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and spread God’s message through missionary, voluntary, professional 

work. The Church needs each of us to live God’s word every day, to live 

the commandments daily, to inspire others by showing true love and 

sacrificing other attractive material options in life. I hope you take some 

time this weekend and reflect upon what God is really asking of us: 

 How is God calling me to greater service of my Church and my 

community? 

 Is this what God wants me to be doing with my life? 

 How do I bear witness through my faith? 

 Where is God calling me to make my own unique contribution based 

on the talents He has given me? 

 How am I contributing to make this world a better place for others? 

There are a wide variety of ways of serving the Church and helping to 

build up the Christian community. For a small number it may be as a 

priest or religious – and that call can come at any time in one’s life. If 

each of us were to answer that question sincerely and honestly and be 

ready to act upon it, I am confident that our Church would have all the 

flock it needs.  

I would like to conclude my sharing today 

with the beautiful poem “Footprints”. …Lord, 

I have noticed that during the most trying 

periods of my life there has only been one 

set of footprints in the sand. Why, when I needed you most, have you 

not been there for me? The Lord replied “The years when you saw only 

one set of footprints, my child, it was then that I carried you. 


